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6. BUSINESS ARISING 

a) Duolingo Update 

MOTION: THAT Education Council approve extending the use of the Duolingo English 
Test as an option for demonstrating English Language Proficiency for 
admissions to the 2022 Spring Term (inclusive).  

Moved by T. Rowlatt, Seconded & CARRIED (Unanimously) 

�ƒ D. McMullen presented additional information on the Duolingo English test, which was adopted as an 
alternative English Language Proficiency (ELP) assessment at the beginning of the pandemic. Student 
success rates on the Duolingo test were dramatically higher than on the traditional English Language 
Assessment (ELA). Conversations have begun at VCC (and other institutions) about recalibrating 
Duolingo benchmarks, in consultation with faculty. The plan is to collect more data on student 
progression/completion to help evaluate the accuracy of student placement based on different 
assessments; however, comparing data from the Fall/Winter Terms 2020/21 and 2019/20 will also 
capture other factors (change to online/blended delivery).  

�ƒ Since the Duolingo assessment was introduced as a temporary measure during the pandemic, 
questions were raised about whether to return to the previous assessment model with the expected 
return to campus in September. D. McMullen estimated that only about 50% of students will be on 
campus at any given time; D. Wells added that faculty and student surveys at VCC indicated a 
preference for blended learning (about 60% of respondents), with 20% in favour of fully online delivery 
(about 20%). A lot of work has been done over the pandemic, and the goal is to maintain what has 
proven effective. 

�ƒ There was a discussion about the broader question of evaluating assessments. S. Lew reported that a 
short-term project will be initiated to evaluate different testing options and make recommendations 
to better support the needs of departments, particularly ABE and EAL. A call for expressions of interest 
will be sent out to faculty (0.25 FTE each for faculty with ABE and EAL backgrounds). 

�ƒ The use of Duolingo was initially approved as a one-year pilot in March 2020; in view of the ongoing 
pandemic, Education Council agreed to vote on an extension for admissions to the 2022 Spring Term.  

b) Annacis Island Update/Feasibility Report Committee 

�ƒ T. Rowlatt reported that the working group is looking at different options for the HMT program and 
their feasibility: 1) remaining at Annacis Island Campus; 2) bringing a portion of programming back to 
the Broadway Campus; 3) identifying an alternative space in collaboration with other trades program 
or community partners. The financial circumstances would make option 1) extremely challenging.  

�ƒ 
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programs to move to standard start and end dates, programs should be aligned with the term 
structure wherever possible. There will be conversations and consultation around this, and the RO will 
work with the CTLR to support these efforts. This issue ties in with current conversations around 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/post-secondary-education/institution-resources-administration/return-to-campus-primer.pdf
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affiliation agreement with Stenberg College (SC), including the rental and curriculum licensing 
agreements. The draft agreement was distributed via email.   

�ƒ The curriculum for the accredited two-year Optician Diploma was licensed from SC and slightly 
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International students may be more likely to spend more time on campus than SC’s mainly 
domestic student body.   

o Student transfers: Ensure the Registrar’s Office has reviewed this language. 

�ƒ Feedback will be taken under consideration; an updated agreement will be presented at the next EdCo 
meeting.  

h) Education Service Renewal Report: Arbiter of Student Issues 
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c) Appeals Oversight Committee 

�ƒ L. Griffith reported that the committee will next meet in June to work on an asynchronous appeals 


